28            THE TREATY OF BREST-LITOVSK AND
not unexpected, partly owing to the fact that a
clandestine circumvention of the military clauses
of the Treaty of Versailles was no longer necessary
and partly because of the very definite attitude of
Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party to Bolshevism and
the Soviet Union. Basing his policy on his own
declared thesis of Mein Kampf and the comple-
mentary doctrines of Alfred Rosenberg, the Flihrer
proclaimed a deathless war against Communism and
a return to the imperialistic designs of Ludendorff
at Brest-Litovsk regarding a Lebensraum for Ger-
many in the Baltic Lands and the Ukraine. We
[the National Socialists] stop the perpetual German
migration towards the South and West of Europe/
Hitler declared. When we talk of new lands in
Europe we are bound to think first of Russia and
her border states/ and he went on to speak of the
'boundless humanity' of Brest-Litovsk as com-
pared with Versailles.
There followed the period of the Russian 'Return
to Europe*, in an effort to counterbalance the grow-
ing Nazi menace. The recognition of the Soviet
Union by two members of the Little Entente
(Rumania and Czechoslovakia) in 1934, the Soviet
entry into the League of Nations later in the same
year, and finally the Soviet treaties of alliance with
France and Czechoslovakia in 1935 were gradations
in the schemes of Barthou and Laval to build up a
European system which should present a united
front against the growing aggression of Nazi Ger-
many. These moves found their counterpart in the
formation of an anti-Comintern Pact whereby, first